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All the animals in the zoo loved some- 
thing ... the monkeys loved the peanuts 
which the children threw to them, the lion 
loved the red meat tossed to them by the 
zoo keeper every day, and the seals loved 
the deep pool where they cavorted to the 
great amusement of the spectators. But 
Gilly Giraffe was the delight of all the peo- 
ple of the zoo. animals and spectators alike, 
for Gilly Giraffe loved hats. Not just any 
kind of hat, mind you. They had to be Indies' 
hots, and with flowers on them. In fact, it 
was becoming quite a problem, this love 
Gilly hnd for flowered hats, for every lime 
a lady passed by wearing one. Gilly would 
stretch her long neck over the bars and 
whisk the hat off the lady's head before she 
knew what had happened. 

Hardly a day passed by thai some lady 
didn't storm angrily into the zoo keeper's 
office and demand that her hat be retrieved 
from the giraffe's cage. And, as was most 
often the case, it was impossible to get it 
away from Gilly, so the zoo keeper hod to 
pay the lady for the loss of her bonnet. 

That is why the zoo keeper and all the 
men on the Board of Directors of the zoo, 
resolved that Gilly would have to be sent 
awny, for. as they all agreed, she was be- 
coming too expensive to keep, what with 
all the money being paid out for the hots 
she was eating. 

Now, not only the directors of the ?oo 
held a meeting, bul all the animals too, For 
Gilly was really a favorite among them, 
despite her peculiar habits, and they were 
loathe to have her leave them. 
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"Really. Gilly." said the Old Baboi 
"you must try to curb your habit of eating 
hots." 

"It's getting you into serious trouble," 
agreed Leo Lion, "I myself heard them suy 
they would send you away in a week." 

Gilly flicked her cars and tossed her head, 

"Go see what she wants to say," said the 
Old Baboon to the littlest monkey. "It's 
very awkward Gilly 's not being able to 
speak above a whisper. It takes so much 
longer to carry on a conversation," he 
whispered to the other animals. 

The littlest monkey colled down from her 
perch ntop Gilly's head. "She says she can't 
help it. The flowers look so tasty." 

"Well, something must be done." sug- 
gested the polar bear. "Suppose we muz- 
zled her." 

Gilly shook her head again, and the lit- 
tlest monkey called down. "She wants to 
know how she'd eat?" 

(Cjiiif.j-1 on imkdr Mtk eurti) 
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THE GIRAFFE WHO LOVED HATS 

So i«ll the animal* agreed that it would 
take n lot of hard thinking in order to break 
Gilly of her unhappy habit. 

"But we must think of n solution quick- 
ly," warned Mother Monkey. "We only 
have a week, you know." 

So all during the next few days the ani- 
main racked their brains. All the customers 
at the 7.00 complained that the animals were 
not at all amusing, but just sat about in their 
cages all day long. 

"You see?" said the zoo keeper to his 
assistant. "That giraffe even has the rest of 
the animals acting queer. It's high lime we 
got rid of her. I say. She's ruining the 
morale of the whole zoo." 

Finally there was jusl one day left be- 
fore Gilly was to be sent away, and still the 
animals had reached no decision. They sat 
about and shook their heads in despair, for 
they knew now they were about to lose 
their friend, Suddenly a commotion broke 
loose among the baby monkeys, and the lit- 
tlest one dashed over to his mother and 
whispered in her ear. 

"Of course." she exclaimed, "why didn't 
wc think of that?" And she hurried over to 
the Old Baboon and in turn whispered to 
him. 

"Urn-hum! I see what you mean. The 
vanity of woman, eh?" The Old Baboon 
nodded wisely. "It might work, at that. 
Won't hurt to try, anyway." 

So it was, that presently one little mon- 
key slipped into the zoo keeper's office and 
hurried out with a little straw basket on his 
arm. Then the birds gathered bright red 
berries from the bushes, and the peacock 
contributed a beautiful blue feather, while 
all the rest of the animals gathered as many 
flowers as they could find. 

Mrs. Monkey took the handle off the 
basket and punched the bottom out, then 
filled the hole with the flowers and the ber- 
ries. Next she made a wreath out of some 
more flowers, and placing it about the brim, 
»he topped it all off with the peacock 
feather. 

"Jt'fi as pretty a flowered bonnet as any 
tli.it 'a oome into the zoo." she said, proudly 
holding it up for the rest to see. "If Gilly 



doesn't like this hat too well to eat it. I'll 
miss my guess." 

And so all the animal? paraded over to 
the fence, and the littlest monkey scrambled 
up Gilly's long neck and placed the hot atop 
her head. Gilly looked delighted and craned 
her neck in order to see herself in the polar 
bear's pool, '|"he littlest monkey clambered 
down excitedly and cried, "She thinks it's 
wonderful! But suppose she wants to eat 
ill" 

i "Then you tell her she hag the piettiest 
bonnet of the seauon. She'll be too proud 
of it to want to eat it." 

And that's exactly what happened. Gilly 
became so vain that she got a crick in her 
neck from looking at her reflection sa much. 

But the animals forgave her her vanity, for 
she was so pleased with her bonnet that she 

never again stole another one from a 

woman's head. Soon she became the big- 
gest attraction at the zoo and earned the 

reputation of being the giraffe who wore a 

hat. 




